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Curator’s Statement 

 
“ … my effort for this show has been to find people who are hitting on all those cylinders—strong anatomical and 

sculptural foundations and a strong source of Idea, masterfully realized.” 

This exhibition started two years ago when The Rye Arts Center asked me to curate a sculpture show, and I got 
interested because I was seeing so much quality figurative sculpture being created, and so little of it being shown. For 
50 years, figurative sculpture had essentially been off-limits for the art world inner circles, taught in only a few 
institutions. 

The good news is that in the last few years word seems to be out, and strong figurative work is starting to appear 
more consistently in major art fairs, high-visibility galleries and exhibitions. 

The 19 sculptors here are creating work that navigates, in my view, the crucial shoals of making contemporary 
figurative art. These sculptors aren’t the only ones getting it right – we could have filled a venue three times bigger – 
but the fact remains in figurative sculpture it’s easy to get it wrong. 

First off, creating figurative sculpture well has a long learning curve – the anatomy takes years to seep in, the 
materials and processes themselves are complex. But getting to that point only gives you a technical foundation, and 
much work ends up looking like a pale rendition of sculpture already done so powerfully in centuries past. 

While it may well be possible to forge ahead without a strong foundation and still make good art, my effort for this 
show has been to find people who are hitting on all those cylinders—strong anatomical and sculptural foundations 
and a strong source of Idea, masterfully realized. The resulting work connects to a deep place inside us, transforms 
the space around us, speaks from a focused center to our current and enduring concerns. And it does all this while 
innovating, giving us something we haven’t seen before. For me, this is the definition of great contemporary art. 

– Bob Clyatt 
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Beyond Rodin in the News 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.clinard.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.susansaladino.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.jedediahmorfit.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.alexkveton.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.christophersmithsculpture.com/csmith_index.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.triciacline.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.sequoyahaono.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.bretreilly.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.clyattsculpture.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.emilalzamora.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/paigebradley.com/
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https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.carolefeuerman.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.audreyflack.com/AF/index.php


 

 

 

Click each thumbnail to read the article. 

  

Click here to read more reviews of Beyond Rodin 

 

Experience the Opening Reception Again – A Slideshow of Memories 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/ryeartscenter.org/?page_id=2386
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/www.nytimes.com/2012/06/03/nyregion/in-beyond-rodin-at-the-rye-arts-center-the-human-form-unleashed.html?_r=1
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/ryerecord.com/editor-s-choice/beyond-rodin-rac-exhibit.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20170206114451/http:/ryeartscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Rye-Sound-Shore-Review-April-2012.pdf

